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under	 certain	 circumstances,	 as	a	 result	of	 concrete	 cultural	processes.	
The	vitality	of	the	ideas	differs,	is	more	or	less	temporarily	and	spatially	
limited,	determined	by	many	factors	that	shape	the	existence	of	a	commu‐
nity	 (more	 on	 religion	 and	 geography,	 see	 Mikoś,	 1988).	 The	 place	 of	
‘dead’	or	‘archaic’	ideas	and	ideologies	is	taken	by	new	ones	that	fill	the	
gap	 in	the	descriptive‐normative	paradigm	shaping	a	given	society	(e.g.	













































































Margaret	 I	 –	were	managed	as	united	monarchies	by	one	 ruler,	 Eric	of	


















tory,	 history,	 heritage,	 language	 and	 culture	 played	 fundamental	 and	
formative	 role	 for	 the	 future	 nations.	 According	 to	 Johann	 Gottfried	
Herder,	a	German	thinker	and	researcher	of	the	Romanticism,	especially	
language	 and	 culture	 were	 the	most	 important	 factors	 for	 building	 an	
unity	of	humans	–	through	culture	and	language	one	may	reach	beyond	
his	or	her	individual	life,	becoming	thus	a	part	of	the	history	and	the	future	
of	 the	 broader	 concept	 –	 the	 nation	 (Herder	 2002;	 Heinz,	 Potępa,	















torically	 foreign	 origin	 and	 culturally	 foreign	 background.	 	 As	 a	 conse‐






Norse	 one,	which	 for	 a	 vast	majority	of	 researchers	 and	 even	ordinary	
people,	preserved	original	versions	of	old	 tales,	beliefs,	 ideas	about	 the	






Edda	 of	 Snorri	 Sturluson	 (1179‐1241,	 a	medieval	 Icelandic	 researcher,	
lawyer	and	writer),	gives	the	most	complete	image	of	the	Nordic	mythol‐
ogy	 (Słupecki,	 2006,	 p.	 19.)	 The	 tales	 written	 there,	 at	 the	 beginning	
passed	 orally	 and	 originating	 from	 various	 times	 (8th‐10th	 centuries),	





about	 the	 history	 and	 the	 mythology	 of	 the	 Nordic	 peoples	 (Islandya,	
1844,	pp.	517‐	520).	





















tivated	 the	 faith	 of	 the	 ancestors,	 practicing	 in	 private	 old	 traditions	
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Faith	in	the	Norse	gods	–	Ásatrú			
The	old	Icelandic	sources	–	tales,	sagas,	legends	and	myths	–	in	their	orig‐










in	 the	 collection	 called	 Codex	 Regius	 (Konungsbók).2	The	 space	 shown	








Utgård,	 a	 place	 designed	 for	 cursed	 people.	 The	 link	 combining	 three	
worlds,	the	one	of	the	gods,	people	and	the	dead,	was	an	ash	named	Ygg‐



































non‐European	 societies	 (USA,	 Canada,	 Australia,	 New	 Zealand)	 brings	
many	important	remarks	for	better	understanding	of	this	phenomenon.		
The	most	relevant	question	here	seems	to	be	 the	 ‘attractiveness’	of	 the	
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In	fact,	browsing	printed	or	electronic	resources	conveys	the	general	im‐









the	 Ásatrúan	 community	 can	 be	 several	 thousand,	 yet	 this	 number	
summed	up	with	the	estimated	data	from	Northern	America,	Australia	and	
New	Zealand	can	actually	provide	the	result	of	tens	of	thousands	of	believ‐














tion	properly.	Moreover,	 for	pro‐ecologically	 focused	people	a	very	 im‐
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Another	significant	proof	for	the	positive	attitude	of	the	city	authorities	to‐




















































13	In	an	 interview	given	to	Sara	McMahon	form	the	 Icelandic	Magazine,	 the	 leaders	of	 the	
Icelandic	Ásatrú	 	 followers	explain	the	openness	of	 	Ásatrú	 	to	all	who	want	to	practice	it,	
http://icelandmag.visir.is/article/anyone‐can‐practise‐heathen‐asatru	 (retrieved:	 Decem‐
ber,	2016).	
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Forn Siðr satte denne sten 
til hyldest for 
de mænd og kvinder 
der atter knyttede tråden 
til Magterne 
fra den gamle skik. 
Forn Siðr erected this stone 
to tribute 
the men and women 
there again knotted wire 
to Powers 
from the old custom. 







the	 (old‐)Nordic	heritage.	The	 confusion	or	 rather	 ideological	 split	was	
provoked	 by	 the	 concept	 of	 metagenetics,	 popularized	 by	 Stephan	
McNallen.	In	this	approach,	dispositions	to	believe	in	Norse	gods	have	only	
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elements	of	racism	and	discrimination,	although	in	some	extreme	circles	





































• need	to	strengthen	 individual	and	collective	 identity	build	on	a	
unique	heritage.		
The	contemporary	Ásatrú	in	similar	ways	as	other	Neo‐Pagan	movements,	
provides	an	 excellent	 example	 that	 the	 condition	 and	qualities	 of	post‐
modern	societies	are	too	poor	and/or	too	weak	to	meet	individual	needs,	







play	 such	 a	 role.	 However,	 maybe	 only	 for	 these	 individuals,	 who	 are	
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http://Ásatrú	.is/felagafjoldi		
http://www.fyens.dk/article/965234:Indland‐Fyn‐‐Hedninge‐faar‐egen‐gravplads‐i‐
Odense		
http://www.fornsidr.dk/index.php/om‐forn‐sidhr/17‐runestenen‐i‐jelling		
http://ecer‐org.eu/about/		
http://history.org.ua/JournALL/ruthenica/ruthenica_2011_suppl4/9.pdf	
http://wildhunt.org/2017/02/pagan‐temple‐planned‐in‐poland.html		
	
  	
